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Channel amongst men of business and the limited class that
had any voice in public affairs. In the north of England a
wonderful new development was beginning in mines and fac-
tories; Watt's new engines were soon to be working the pumps
and lifting gear of the former and driving the machinery of the
latter, and the new canals were to save the heavier expense of
road transport. There was much talk of the promise of im-
proved agriculture and hopeful proposals for a long-needed
reform of Parliament.

In France also for a while there was optimism, with much
hopeful anticipation of a new age of peace and progress under
the guidance of 'enlightened philosophy3 and scientific dis-
covery. This was no matter of much interest for mere field
and town workers, but only for the 'upper classes' who made
'public opinion'.

The triumph of the Americans was regarded as a new glory
for France and the prelude to a remarkable experiment in
democratic government. The ideas of the French philosophes
were becoming current coin among the 'enlightened classes' all
over Europe, Frederick of Prussia was almost pardoned for
Rossbach when he treated Voltaire as a friend and teacher of
the new wisdom. Catherine of Russia at the head of what was
described as *a despotism tempered with occasional assassina-
tion' was regarded as the wisest of sovereigns when she invited
French savants to her court. Continental Europe was absolu-
tist from the Atlantic to the Ural Hills and the Caspian, but
everywhere, except in Turkey, kings and petty princes took a
pride in talking 'enlightened Liberalism' of the French fashion,
just as at Versailles courtiers who regarded their feudal privi-
leges as part of the law of nature amused themselves with dis-
cussing Utopian systems of popular government. Voltaire had
written of the coming time when 'Kings would be philosophers'.
Rousseau had predicted that the people if once 'freed from
superstition* would be naturally lovers of peace, order, and
brotherly goodwill. The 'age of reason' was dawning and peace
would reign among the nations.

But in less than six years from the Treaty of Paris France had